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LIVE EXPORT — HON RICK MAZZA — COMMENTS 
Statement 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [10.02 pm]: 
I want to address issues that were raised today by Hon Rick Mazza. Unfortunately, he is on urgent parliamentary 
business, but I am so concerned about many of the factually incorrect statements that he made that I need to address 
them nevertheless. I acknowledge that the member made some gracious statements about some positive initiatives 
in the budget, but he went on to speak on a number of issues not directly related to the budget and I think he was 
simply making some quite erroneous accusations. He described the efforts of the officers of the Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage in serving a warrant on Emanuel Exports as part of an ongoing investigation into 
serious animal cruelty allegations as a provocative act. I find that completely extraordinary. We commenced this 
investigation in February 2018 when it was quite clear that the federal government had not taken any action in 
relation to the incident that had occurred some six months previously. The federal government subsequently issued 
a whitewash report, and it was only in May when footage was revealed of the Awassi Express and others that it 
decided it was going to take these matters seriously. We had already commenced an investigation in order to fill 
the breach that had been left by the federal government. That was not provocative; that was part of the duty and 
obligation of that department in doing its job. It is extraordinary that Hon Rick Mazza has not commented on the 
fact that the federal government subsequently saw fit to suspend the licence of Emanuel Exports. It had served 
notice to ask how it was able to satisfy the requirement that it was an entity of integrity and competence. The 
federal government was clearly in possession of evidence that was so serious that it took the unusual step, after 
serving notice, of immediately suspending its licence. The allegations were clearly of such a serious nature that it 
could not wait for that company to respond but had to move immediately to suspend its licence, and that licence 
remains suspended. I would strongly counsel the member about hoisting himself to the petard of the Pastoralists 
and Graziers Association as it spruiks the case of Emanuel Exports. There are quite clearly very, very serious 
issues at play with that company. 
The member went on to say that the suspension of the live sheep trade—which I point out was the result of 
a decision by the federal government and not the result of a decision by the state government—would compromise 
all of our markets. He said that our grain markets, our chilled meat markets and our fruit markets would all be 
compromised by this. Again, I just think it is outrageous to be talking down the WA agricultural sector and saying 
that our entire agricultural sector, including our grain and fruit sectors, is entirely dependent on live exports. I ask 
the member to contemplate the fact that in the Middle East there are enormous volumes of New Zealand meat. 
New Zealand fruit, New Zealand butter and New Zealand everything has very high penetration into that market. 
In fact, New Zealand banned live exports some 10 years ago. Let us start talking about facts. Let us start talking 
about the strength and resilience of the industry we have here in Western Australia at the moment. It would appear 
Western Australia will have a record grain harvest. We have incredibly strong prices for grain. We still have very 
strong prices for sheep, notwithstanding the federal government’s export ban imposed at the moment, and we have 
very strong prices for wool. The member should stop talking down this industry.  
The member went on to talk about wild dogs and said we have not done anything. There is $27 million in the 
budget over four years. I will take the member out to Yalgoo so he can see what we are doing there. He will see 
the extraordinary work that is being done by the Aboriginal contracting company Grant Simpson Contractors, 
which is entirely replacing 51 kilometres of the state fence along Yalgoo, or he can go out to Edah station where 
he will see that we are halfway through completing the cell fence. We have contractors up and down the state 
barrier fence doing not just repair works but significant replacement of that fence, and we have four cell fences 
being constructed in the goldfields and in the Murchison. 
I now refer to the Esperance extension. Hon Rick Mazza complained about the fact that we have in the budget 
60 per cent of the $11 million that it will cost to complete the Esperance extension. We are getting on with the job. 
The environmental approvals are underway. We are continuing with the work of the Esperance extension. We do 
not apologise for asking the federal government to step up and make a contribution. It has made a contribution of 
around $9 million to dog fences in Queensland. We are just asking for a couple of million dollars. We think it is 
entirely appropriate that we should get some assistance from the federal government for the extension of this 
fence in the same way that Queensland has been able to get assistance for its fencing requirements. I expect 
Hon Rick Mazza to support us on that. We are not going to come in and not ask the federal government to 
contribute as it contributes around the country. Indeed, that is part of the problem. Over the past eight years, the 
Barnett government has been missing in action in fighting for its fair share of all these funds. The goods and 
services tax is just one of the many problems. WA’s inability over the last eight years to argue for and get a fair 
share of a whole raft of funds has been very evident to us in government. We are going to continue to fight and 
insist that the federal government makes its contribution. We urge Rick Wilson, the federal member, instead of 
getting up and spruiking Barnaby Joyce’s pack of lies—Barnaby Joyce was absolutely responsible for the plight 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 14 August 2018] 

 p4282b-4283a 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan 

 [2] 

in which the live export industry finds itself—to get up in federal Parliament and demand that our state gets what 
Queensland has. 
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